
One significant 

change in enroll-

ment options in 

2011 is the elimi-

nation of    the 

Open Enrollment 

Period (OEP), 

which in previous 

years ran from 

January 1 through 

march 31st and 

allowed you to 

enroll in or disen-

roll from a private  

Medicare Advan-

tage plan. Begin-

ning in 2011, 

OEP will be re-

placed with a new 

Medicare Advan-

tage Disenroll-

ment Period 

(MADP) from 

January 1 to Feb-

ruary 14 of each 

year. During the 

MADP, people 

may disenroll 

from a Medicare      

private health 

plan, also known 

as a Medicare Ad-

vantage plan, to 

Original   Medi-

care. However, 

individuals are 

not permitted to 

switch to another 

private health 

plan, or from 

Original Medicare 

to a private health 

plan during 

MAPD.                         

 People who 

disenroll from 

private health 

plans during the 

MADP will also 

be able to enroll 

in a stand-alone 

prescription drug 

plan. 

 Senior Connec-

tion will be con-

tacting you re-

garding enroll-

ment periods and 

options for you if 

you have a private 

Medicare Advan-

tage plan or pre-

scription drug 

plan through this 

office. 

 

Tri-

state 

seniors 

have  

been  

turning to  

Senior 

Connection for 

many years 

when choosing: 
  

 Medicare      

 Supplements 
 

 Medicare  

 Advantage 

 Plans 
 

 Part D  

 Drug Plans 
 

 Major Medical 
 

 Life & Long 

 Term Care  

 Insurance 
 

 Annuities 
 

We truly value 

your business 

and appreciate 

the confidence 

you’ve placed  

in us. 
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Annual Enrollment Period 
   The annual enrollment period for Medicare drug plans and Medicare          

Advantage medical plans begins October 15 and ends December 7 this year. This 

is a change from the past few years. What does this Annual Enrollment Period 

(AEP) mean for you? 

    During that time period you can enroll in, change, or drop your Part D Drug 

Plan or Medicare Advantage medical coverage. Medicare Advantage IS NOT the 

same thing as a Medicare Supplement.  Supplements are not affected by this   

enrollment period. 

    For those of you who have a drug plan or Medicare Advantage plan through 

Senior Connection, we will be available to review your current coverage to    

determine how the changes will effect you in 2012. You do not have to do     

anything if you choose to keep your current plan. If you want to change, you 

must do so by December 7. 

    Watch your mail closely in the next few weeks; your drug plan or advantage 

plan WILL be sending you notice of any changes. This includes changes to       

co-pays, deductible, drug formularies, premium, etc. 

    As in previous years, we cannot provide individual appointments to re-

view drug plans – there simply is not enough time to get everyone in indi-

vidually.  We will be available to assist with drug plan changes. The sched-

ule will be provided to you shortly. 
    We will take appointments to review medical plans or to work personally with 

those who are either turning 65 or just coming on to Medicare. 

    We will also be able to meet and review Medicare Supplement Plans if you 

have gotten an increase. Remember, you can change your Medicare Supplement 

anytime during the year, as long as you can qualify medically with another   

company. 

    We know from experience that it can be frustrating for you to reach us during 

AEP. We want to keep your business and encourage you to call us with any 

questions.  Leave us a message. Someone WILL GET BACK TO YOU! 

 

 

Preventive Services 
    If you currently have a Medicare Advantage Plan, they’ve made some changes 

to how they cover and pay for preventative services such as mammograms and 

colonoscopies.  They are now paying for the entire cost of the service but there 

may be a fee for use of the facility. This fee will most likely be in the form of a 

co-pay and is shown in your plan booklet under outpatient services and surgery.  

If you have any questions concerning this please give us a call at 812-473-7271 

or 1-800-258-7610.  

Don’t forget to call for a review of  

your Medicare supplement plan! 

We’re always adding new companies and you may qualify for 

lower premiums! 
 
 

Medicare Advantage plans!                       
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It’s Déjà Vu all over again! 
 

   This heading is an expression attributed to New York Yankees legend Yogi Berra. It’s 

quite appropriate given current and up-coming political posturing as ads and mailers are  

beginning to appear. Each party is accusing the other of attacking your Medicare benefits 

and each is claiming that they‘re fighting hard to protect those benefits. 

   Quite frankly, neither one is being straight with us. As you begin to receive political bro-

chures and hear or watch commercials, I’d encourage you to check out this internet site: 

www.factcheck.org for a review of political ads, speeches, and other comments from both 

sides of the aisle. Just how factual are their statements—you may be surprised? 

   Another site I would encourage you to follow is www.partnershiptoprotectmedigap.org.  There is growing 

support within BOTH PARTIES to change the level of coverage that Medicare supplements can provide, 

leaving you with more out-of-pocket costs if these changes are approved. I’ve seen no credible report that 

would justify making such a drastic change. It’s time to let your federal legislators know how you feel! 

 

Stephen E. Imes 

Director  

  

 

www.stmarys.org/seniorconnection 

 

Fit over 50 
    Are you looking for an exercise program or an 

exercise group?  If so, there is a great program 

offered at St. John the Baptist Catholic School in 

Newburgh, Indiana. The program is free to     

everyone in our community. The class was      

designed to not only 

promote physical 

activity, but also to 

develop an       

awareness and               

understanding of 

healthy living. Fit 

over 50 provides a safe place to go and work out 

and is a wonderful opportunity to socialize.  

    During the classes, they will do aerobics, 

stretching, and training. The Fit Over 50 class 

meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 7 p.m., 

Thursdays at 10a.m., and Fridays at 9 a.m. Each 

class meets for an hour. When you go you will 

need to wear comfortable clothes and shoes, 

bring a small towel, and a water. Everyone who 

goes will need to sign a waiver and have their 

doctor fill out a form, giving his/ her permission 

to participate in exercise. If you have any      

questions please call Kathy Harris at                

812-490-2054. 

 Request for email addresses 
    St. Mary’s Senior Connection is collecting email         

addresses in order to better service our clients. Our 

emails will be limited and used only to provide alerts 

or other pertinent information. Your address will not 

be given to any other party. If you agree to receive our 

emails please respond to this address:          

NEWS@stmarysseniorconnection.com                           

    Please save us in your contacts as St. Mary’s Senior 

Connection. If you receive an error message while  

attempting to provide your email address, please call 

us at 812-473-7271 or 1-800-258-7610. 

 Important Reminder 
 

The annual enrollment period for  

Medicare Advantage and Medicare Drug 

Plans will change this year to  

October 15 through December 7, 2011  

for January 1 effective dates.  
 

During these dates you can enroll,            

disenroll or change your                         

Medicare Advantage or Medicare            

Prescription Drug plan. 
 

These dates DO NOT apply to               

Medicare Supplements 

mailto:NEWS@stmarysseniorconnection.com

